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Melbourne-based artists George Kamikawa and Noriko Tadano bring a fascinating edge to blues music by
incorporating the ancient and traditional musical instruments of their shared Japanese heritage.

They cut a fine figure in the Spiegeltent: George, seated, holds a guitar and slide in his lap, kick drum and rhythm
pedal at his feet and a harmonica, braced, locked and loaded.  Noriko, silken in hair and kimono, stands, tsugaru
shamisen and wide plectrum at the ready. Centre stage and full of percussion promise stands a taiko drum.

They’re straight into the music, satisfying our curiosity and bringing even more wonder. I thought we’d have to take
time to absorb and adjust to a surprising new sound.  But the floorboards immediately reverberate the tapping of
hundreds of feet. Once our eyes take in what might seem a surreal sight and combination of instruments,
Kamikawa’s voice comes out of nowhere, gravel rough but crystal clear, and obviously finely tuned to the blues. He
also one-man-band’s the beats, guitar and harmonica so easily that I have to double take when it becomes clear that
he’s blowing into the harmonica between song lines, whilst playing the drum and guitar. “No karaoke shit,” he
declares.

For all of its three strings, the shamisen produces a clear and naturally resonant sound. Sometimes it’s far-away
sounding and yet at other times, as if  it’s being played in the seat next to me. This ancient instrument is played so
expertly by Tadano, who effortlessly rolls out riffs and distinctive hooks.  She moves and shreds like a rock star – like
the Nancy Wilson (h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR5-gUYwKi8) of shamisen. Together the sound is crunchy,
full and unshakably gratifying.

Their set is made up of covers, excellent original works and traditional Japanese songs. The duo are good humoured
and genuine. Between songs they joke and banter with the crowd, and each other. He’s friendly and buoyant,
instructing us in a crowd-wide Japanese cheers – “Kampai!” we all yell with gusto as he praises our Kiwi beer.
Tadano is dry, wi�y and pensive, though bright and smiling for the crowd.  The crowd loves their personalities.

Clearly both are adroit as musicians.  But they are also entertaining and encouraging.  They have redefined blues
music so precisely well that it’s as if these instruments were always meant to be played in this way. A fantastic, foot-
stomping show which helped me to shake off my end-of-week, end-of-Arts-Festival blues.

Advertisements

16.00

10.00

10.00

REPORT THIS AD
Posted in Nadia KerselTagged hbaf18, musicBy bridie freemanLeave a comment

https://wordpress.com/?ref=footer_blog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR5-gUYwKi8
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=P1ES5H3XJFLcKaVEcMm8uLCSmFP1pcyU3_dGu3Iewsdj7NQ1CqYzBZdM0cbAjl1_CNeQK1RlEELzRO9_cEi7TVS94AdPeubXp3-Jww_rzVEkbNGPyrwlNvXSad7NekcVS3rsfuVlNSSearvSslNAFCc3tM-xi16jwr0VeOD4c13Y17YYzqrgnWe6U57_n75NABocWJbLT1cGjplkf2066KM3XD21BG6DA-gNNpTj5tbJ-2-P8dq2--Xu1oW1WZa5cr1HWbLqS4oJHZNBwjldznLEbu0-0SPqWGsDW3nlI-_B_LNqnsGBYVcqjmgV548ma1bp-hJO7rKv2IH2ipss9hWgKsjOOZxl7owhwQPifhuxmLxAT_0qgA1JvP0-a3K-4VGPGuXenDN3MqSQR2o4pvmPPMbDjN5_H9cz2iDAVPGJLhGiNVmaTzjWNa-JSOaEr2zUug&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquorland.com.au%2F%3Fcid%3Dll%3Adisplay%3Adigicat%3Acriteo%3Aretarget
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=P1ES5H3XJFLcKaVEcMm8uLCSmFP1pcyU3_dGu3Iewsdj7NQ1CqYzBZdM0cbAjl1_CNeQK1RlEELzRO9_cEi7TVS94AdPeubXp3-Jww_rzVEkbNGPyrwlNvXSad7NekcVS3rsfuVlNSSearvSslNAFCc3tM-xi16jwr0VeOD4c13Y17YYzqrgnWe6U57_n75NABocWJbLT1cGjplkf2066KM3XD21BG6DA-gNNpTj5tbJ-2-P8dq2--Xu1oW1WZa5cr1HWbLqS4oJHZNBwjldznLEbu0-0SPqWGsDW3nlI-_B_LNqnsGBYVcqjmgV548ma1bp-hJO7rKv2IH2ipss9hWgKsjOOZxl7owhwQPifhuxmLxAT_0qgA1JvP0-a3K-4VGPGuXenDN3MqSQR2o4pvmPPMbDjN5_H9cz2iDAVPGJLhGiNVmaTzjWNa-JSOaEr2zUug&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquorland.com.au%2Fred-wine%2Fcampo-viejo-tempranillo-750ml_224246%3Fcid%3Dll%3Adisplay%3Adigicat%3Acriteo%3Aretarget
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=8h7HcH3XJFLcKaVEcMm8uLCSmFP1pcyU3_dGu3Iewsdj7NQ1CqYzBZdM0cbAjl1_CNeQK1RlEELzRO9_cEi7TVS94AdPeubXp3-Jww_rzVEkbNGPyrwlNvXSad7NekcVS3rsfuVlNSSearvSslNAFCc3tM_uWad8wI8C4giML3vITV_E0BZn28zRpgzNMIslB1ygHwqqzoVzkxGbNO6YhBmpikCkj5se1VDV5B1BpK0BzbCbJeg1sRkqxd14SRf1zonlwPpJMrHgF40VTJfmRIRH_HQAPkaCdDS1UQ8qkRGJhdRgbgKQxD-OFauu4jygwk7TqMCiyYL14elfuzHPPgcld06FYs3yNbXgySowMyAEqsnM-uwGDcn-GSvk_djN_-w-AvqX8kSrTokmweo4ee1awLvMErcikP4N3RnePLGdgnAETLoi6KhcC_hXdhbo9dQQYA&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquorland.com.au%2Fred-wine%2Ftussock-jumper-tempranillo-750ml_3161480%3Fcid%3Dll%3Adisplay%3Adigicat%3Acriteo%3Aretarget
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=O6f-sX3XJFLcKaVEcMm8uLCSmFP1pcyU3_dGu3Iewsdj7NQ1CqYzBZdM0cbAjl1_CNeQK1RlEELzRO9_cEi7TVS94AdPeubXp3-Jww_rzVEkbNGPyrwlNvXSad7NekcVS3rsfuVlNSSearvSslNAFCc3tM8HDuvaIDuqb011RWCyvGmPUz-OGxyZF_KdR3J2fmBytpBlCDpiqrTCqmjqUrVzIgTLX4OshqNDCxjz5xHWoDHHlellmJbYXUxbrDw0gQ5DRtwQd8_I9ENB2B_scrBa2s_kzAGMzN1mLF73zWvX2F-FyS-H89AfJ9eMY-2Oyb_O5IhoDrv0UfEFaK7YSRd-5GwEVm33WnLMmdcySSK_Ourp-vgHqe9Fn66_8iHv9ZOnE4NxAw0F-N-auQvlKLTHuSgOSVCD-CyJxzdZDUY0Fd8eLK55FsPh5EW_Nrjas1SWDiCIOPkt6mUAhdVnvgj0-lw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquorland.com.au%2Fred-wine%2Ftussock-jumper-pinot-noir-750ml_3161469%3Fcid%3Dll%3Adisplay%3Adigicat%3Acriteo%3Aretarget
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=P1ES5H3XJFLcKaVEcMm8uLCSmFP1pcyU3_dGu3Iewsdj7NQ1CqYzBZdM0cbAjl1_CNeQK1RlEELzRO9_cEi7TVS94AdPeubXp3-Jww_rzVEkbNGPyrwlNvXSad7NekcVS3rsfuVlNSSearvSslNAFCc3tM-xi16jwr0VeOD4c13Y17YYzqrgnWe6U57_n75NABocWJbLT1cGjplkf2066KM3XD21BG6DA-gNNpTj5tbJ-2-P8dq2--Xu1oW1WZa5cr1HWbLqS4oJHZNBwjldznLEbu0-0SPqWGsDW3nlI-_B_LNqnsGBYVcqjmgV548ma1bp-hJO7rKv2IH2ipss9hWgKsjOOZxl7owhwQPifhuxmLxAT_0qgA1JvP0-a3K-4VGPGuXenDN3MqSQR2o4pvmPPMbDjN5_H9cz2iDAVPGJLhGiNVmaTzjWNa-JSOaEr2zUug&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquorland.com.au%2Fred-wine%2Fcampo-viejo-tempranillo-750ml_224246%3Fcid%3Dll%3Adisplay%3Adigicat%3Acriteo%3Aretarget
https://thehook2017.wordpress.com/category/nadia-kersel/
https://thehook2017.wordpress.com/tag/hbaf18/
https://thehook2017.wordpress.com/tag/music/
https://thehook2017.wordpress.com/author/briddiemoi/

